ARTICLE IV. - BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Footnotes:

- (4) —
State Law reference— Standards of conduct and ethics, MCL 15.341 et seq., MSA 4.1700(71) et seq.; open meetings act,
MCL 15.261 et seq., MSA 4.1800(11) et seq.

DIVISION 1. - RESERVED

Secs. 2-96—2-100. - Reserved.

DIVISION 2. - PLANNING COMMISSION

Sec. 2-101. - Fee schedule.

When a plan or other data is required to be submitted pursuant to a Berlin Charter Township Ordinance,
a plan review fee shall be paid at the time of submitting plans and specifications for review in accordance

with the fee schedule on the type of review requested as set forth in Chart A, which is a part of this section.

(Ord. No. 12-94, 8 2, 9-12-94)

Editor's note— Chart A is not set out herein, but is on file and available for inspection in the township

offices.

Sec. 2-102. - Scope, purpose and intent.

This article is adopted pursuant to the authority granted the township board under the Michigan
Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., and the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act,
Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et seq., to establish a planning commission with the powers, duties
and limitations provided by those Acts and subject to the terms and conditions of this article and any future

amendments to this article.

The purpose of this article is to provide that the Berlin Charter Township Board shall hereby confirm the
establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., of the
Berlin Charter Township Planning Commission formerly established under the Township Planning Act, Public
Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., to establish the appointments, terms, and membership of the
planning commission; to identify the officers and the minimum number of meetings per year of the planning

commission; and to prescribe the authority, powers and duties of the planning commission.



(Ord. No. 03-12, 8 1, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-103. - Establishment.

The township board hereby confirms the establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public
Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., of the Berlin Charter Township Planning Commission formerly
established under the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq. The Berlin
Charter Township Planning Commission shall have seven (7) members. Members of the Berlin Charter
Township Planning Commission as of the effective date of this article shall, except for an ex officio member
whose remaining term on the planning commission shall be limited to his or her term on the township
board, continue to serve for the remainder of their existing terms so long as they continue to meet all of the
eligibility requirements for Planning Commission Membership set forth within the Michigan Planning
Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 8 2, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-104. - Appointments and terms.

The township supervisor with the approval of the township board by a majority vote of the members
elected and serving, shall appoint all planning commission members including the ex officio member. The
planning commission members, other than the ex officio member, shall serve for terms of three years each.
A planning commission member shall hold office until his or her successor is appointed. Vacancies shall be

filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.

Planning commission members shall be qualified electors of the Township. The membership of the
planning commission shall be representative of important segments of the community, such as the
economic, governmental, educational, and social development of the township, in accordance with the
major interests as they exist in the township, such as agriculture, natural resources, recreation, education,
public health, government, transportation, industry, and commerce. The membership shall also be

representative of the entire geography of the Township to the extent practicable.

One member of the township board shall be appointed to the planning commission as to an ex officio
member. An ex officio member has full voting rights. An ex officio member's term on the planning
commission shall expire with his or her term on the township board. No other elected officer or employee of

the township is eligible to be a member of the planning commission.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 8 3, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-105. - Removal.

The township board may remove a member of the planning commission for misfeasance, malfeasance,

or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing.



(Ord. No. 03-12, 8 4, 6-11-12)
Sec. 2-106. - Conflict of interest.

Before casting a vote on a matter on which a planning commission member may reasonably be
considered to have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the potential conflict of interest to the
planning commission. Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of interest as required by this

article constitutes malfeasance in office.

For the purposes of this article, the planning commission shall define conflict of interest in its bylaws.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 8 5, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-107. - Compensation.

The planning commission members shall be compensated for their services as provided by the township
board. The planning commission may adopt bylaws relative to compensation and expenses of its members
for travel when engaged in the performance of activities authorized by the township board, including but
not limited to attendance at conferences, workshops, educational and training programs and meetings and

may be compensated for such as provided by the township board.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 8 6, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-108. - Officers and committees.

The planning commission shall elect a chairperson and a vice chairperson and a secretary from its
members, and may create and fill other offices as it considers advisable. An ex officio member of the
planning commission is not eligible to serve as chairperson or vice chairperson. The term of each office shall

be one year with opportunity for re-election as specified in the planning commission bylaws.

The planning commission may also appoint advisory committees whose members are not members of

the planning commission.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 87, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-109. - Bylaws, meetings and records.

The planning commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business.

The planning commission shall hold at least four regular meetings each year, and shall by resolution

determine the time and place of the meetings.



Unless otherwise provided in the planning commission's bylaws, a special meeting the planning
commission may be called by the chairperson or by two other members, upon written request to the
secretary. Unless the bylaws otherwise provide, the secretary shall send written notice of a special meeting

to planning commission members at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting.

The business that the planning commission may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting held in
compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, MCL 15.261, et seq.

The planning commission shall keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and
determinations. A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of or retained by a planning commission
in the performance of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the

Freedom of Information Act, Public Act 442 of 1976, MCL 15.231, et seq.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 8 8, 6-11-12)
Sec. 2-110. - Annual report.

The planning commission shall make an annual written report to the township board concerning its
operation and the status of the planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions by the
township board related to planning and development as required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act and

the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 89, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-111. - Authority to make master plan.

Under the authority of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq.,
and other applicable planning statutes, the planning commission shall make a master plan as a guide for

development within the township's planning jurisdiction.

Final authority to approve a master plan or any amendments thereto shall rest with the planning
commission unless the township board passes a resolution asserting the right to approve or reject the
master plan. Any existing resolution asserting such right in effect at the time of the adoption of this article

shall continue until further action in the matter by the board.

Unless rescinded by the township, any plan adopted or amended under the Township Planning Act,
Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., need not be readopted under the Michigan Planning Act, Public
act 33 of 2008, MCL 1225.3801, et seq.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 810, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-112. - Zoning powers.



The township board hereby confirms the transfer of all powers, duties, and responsibilities provided for
zoning boards or zoning commissions by the former Township Zoning Act, Public Act 184 of 1943, MCL
125.271, et seq.; the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et seq.; or other
applicable zoning statutes to the Berlin Charter Township Planning Commission formerly established under
the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq.

The Berlin Charter Township Zoning Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect except as otherwise

amended or repealed by the township board.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 8 11, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-113. - Capital improvements program.

To further the desirable future development of the township under the master plan, the township board
after the master plan is adopted, shall prepare or cause to be prepared by the township supervisor or by a
designated non-elected administrative official, a capital improvements program of public structures and
improvements, showing those structures and improvements in general order of their priority for the
following six (6) year period. The capital improvements program, if prepared by someone other than the
township board shall be subject to final approval by the township board. The planning commission is hereby

exempted from preparing a capital improvements plan.

(Ord. No. 03-12, 812, 6-11-12)

Sec. 2-114. - Subdivision and land division recommendations.

The planning commission may recommend to the township board provisions of an ordinance or rules
governing the subdivision of land. Before recommending such an ordinance or rule, the planning
commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance or rule. The planning commission shall
give notice of the time and place of the public hearing not less than fifteen (15) days before the hearing by

publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the township.

The planning commission shall review and make recommendation on a proposed plat before action
thereon by the township board under the Land Division Act, Public Act 288 of 1967, MCL 560.101, et seq.
Before making its recommendation, the planning commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed
plat. A plat submitted to the planning commission shall contain the name and address of the proprietor or
other person to whom notice of a hearing shall be sent. Not less than fifteen (15) days before the date of the
hearing, notice of the date, time and place of the hearing shall be sent to that person at that address by mail
and shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the township. Similar notice shall be mailed

to the owners of land immediately adjoining the proposed plated land.



(Ord. No. 03-12, 813, 6-11-12)

Secs. 2-115—2-120. - Reserved.



