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BERLIN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
MONROE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
January 20, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Berlin Charter Township Planning Commission
was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Tallman, followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL: Present: Chairman S. Tallman, Vice Chairman T. Friar,
Secretary A. Nordyke, Members G. Masserant, Z. Tallman and N. Masserant.

ALSO PRESENT: Laura Kreps, Carlisle/Wortman Associates, Inc.,

Supervisor Mary Jo Gedelian, Zoning Administrator Hillary Haywood and 45
audience members.

EXCUSED: Member M. Girrbach

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by G. Masserant, supported by T. Friar to
approve the January 20, 2026, agenda as presented.

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED
PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by T. Friar, supported by G. Masserant to
approve the minutes of the December 15, 2025, Pianning Commission
Meeting.

AYES: Al NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED

COMMUNICATIONS: Motion by N. Masserant, supported by T. Friar to
receive and file communications, being the Township Board Minutes dated
12-8-25 and 1-12-26, and Berlin Charter Township’s Board Meeting Dates for
2026 and the 2026 Township Boards and Commissions

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED
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NEW BUSINESS:

1. Election of Officers

Election of Chairman:

Motion by A. Nordyke, supported by G. Masserant, to elect S. Taliman for
Planning Commission Chairman,

Roli Call: A. Nordyke, Z. Tallman, T. Friar, N. Masserant, G. Masserant and
S. Taliman.

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED

Election of Vice Chairman:

Motion by G. Masserant, supported by A. Nordyke, to elect T. Friar for
Planning Commission Vice Chairman.

Roll Call: A. Nordyke, Z. Tallman, T. Friar, N. Masserant, G. Masserant and
S. Tallman.

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED

Election of Secretary:

Motion by G. Masserant, supported by T. Friar, to elect A. Nordyke for
Planning Commission Secretary.

Roll Call: A. Nordyke, Z. Tallman, T. Friar, N. Masserant, G. Masserant and
S. Tallman,

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED



3

Planning Commission
Regular Meeting
January 20, 2026

2. Discussion to set up a subcommittee to review public comments and
draft ordinance

Member G. Masserant nominated T. Friar to be on the subcommittee.
Vice Chairman T. Friar nominated A. Nordyke to be on the subcommittee.
Secretary A. Nordyke nominated S. Tallman to be on the subcommittee.

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED

ROLL CALL: A. Nordyke, Z. Taltman, T. Friar, N. Masserant, G. Masserant
and S. Taliman.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1. Updated zoning ordinance 18.215 (Storage Containers) amendment per
Township Attorney

Motion by T. Friar, supported by A. Nordyke to recommend the updated

zoning ordinance amendment back to the township board for first and second
readings.

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED

ROLL CALL: A. Nordyke, Z. Tallman, T. Friar, N. Masserant, G. Masserant
and S. Tallman.

Member N, Masserant requested to be recused from the public comment
discussion,

Motion by G. Masserant, supported by T. Friar to allow N. Masserant to be
recused from the public comment discussion.

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED
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2. Discussion on data centers
Chairman S, Tallman opened the public discussion at 6:40 PM.

Resident Amy Rogalski explained per her research that local municipalities
can offer exemptions up to 12 years on new buildings. She stated data
center are exempted from the state, six percent sales, and use tax on their
construction materials and equipment through the year 20560. She stated that
although there might be more jobs offered during the construction of a data
center, permanently there would only be about thirty to fifty jobs offered. She
expressed concern about the traffic increase and damage to the roads during
the construction. She brought up that the realtor asked that the township
allows a data center in Mixed Use zoning, which she believes would be
inappropriate, due to impacts like power needs, noise, lighting and visual
presence. She believes data centers should only be allowed in industrial and
special use zoning. She also would like to see the decommissioning cost
stay the 125%, so that the township has the money to restore the property.

Resident Michael (did not give his last name) says he sees the benefits of
construction jobs and taxes. He is concerned with the water consumption
these data centers use. He stated they can use anywhere from two to five
million gallons of water a day. He also stated they recirculate the water and
worries it will be contaminated and released back into the watershed. He is
concerned about the high amount of water use when the community here is
farmland. He stated he is also concerned about the power use in the hotter
months, and the chance of people's power going out so that the data center
can stay running. Michael expressed worry about the pollution coming from
the diesel generators that data centers use as weil.

Resident Molly Hedgelin stated she has heard people's homes that are near
data centers have low water pressure constantly, and that animals cannot
handlie the noise from the data centers. She expressed concern for the
surrounding land owners and how the poliution and water consumption would
affect the farming in the area.

Resident Jennifer Estrada asked the planning commission how they are
going to handle drafting the ordinance from an environmental standpoint.
She had asked if there will be any kind of impact studies completed. She
expressed concern with the local habitats and groundwater.

Resident Vicky Laskey brought up that there is already two highways and
lots of diesel vehicles traversing the area, the Meijer warehouse, the nine
months out of the year that the gravel haulers are driving diesel vehicles and
equipment, and the nuclear power plant Fermi, she is concerned about the
air pollution the data center could bring in.
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Resident Holly Kvicala expressed that she would like the planning
commission to look into what other townships and cities have experienced
with these data centers and how they are creating their ordinances. She
would like the planning commission to research the implications on the
environments, the communities, pollution, and property values, She used
Van Buren township as an example, who has an application for a data center
currently. She stated that data center's proposal shows three miilion gallons
a day of water usage. She is concerned of the water being contaminated
after the usage. She stated she is worried of having contaminated water in
our township.

Resident Victoria Heiss is worried about the noise poilution that would come
from a data center. She stated she hopes the township will have strong
restrictions in the ordinance they are creating. She stated she would rather
see a subdivision, a recreational center, or a park, something that would
enhance the community instead of destroying it. She expressed concern that
even if she tried moving, people would not want to purchase the home
because the data center will be close by.

Attorney Sam Kilberg wanted to follow up on the comments he made at the
last planning commission meeting. He brought up the letter he sent to the
township reiterating those comments. He believes allowing a data center in
Mixed Use zoning would be a good opportunity, because it would allow the
data center to build things like office buildings and not just the data center
itself. He stated the planning commission shouid reach out to other
communities to see how they built their ordinances on data centers., He
explained when building a data center, there are things the township could
require like historical preservation, impact studies, traffic studies, light
plans, sound studies, etc. He asked them to consider a change of the
decommissioning requirement. He believes 125% will be an issue. He stated
he's never seen a building require a decommissioning agreement.

Resident Tabatha Gentile expressed concern over data centers being built in
Michigan.

Resident Steve Maldonado stated worry about environmental impacts of
these data centers. He is concerned about the impact it will have on the food
and water in the area.

Chairman S. Tallman closed the public discussion at 7:33 PM.
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Motion by Z. Tallman, supported by G. Masserant to allow N. Masserant back
into meeting.

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED

ROLL CALL: A. Nordyke, Z. Tallman, T. Friar, N. Masserant, G. Masserant
and 8. Tallman,

PRESENTATIONS: NONE

PLANNERS DISCUSSION: NONE

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS:

N. Masserant welcomed Z. Tallman onto planning commission board.
N. Masserant stated bids were submitted for construction at the new
township building.

REQUEST TO SPEAK: NONE

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by T. Friar, supported by N. Masserant to adjourn
the meeting at 7:41 PM.

AYES: All NAYS: None MOTION CARRIED

2 W
tephen Tallman, Chairman Ann Nordyke, Secretary

ATTENDANCE REPORT

Present at the captioned meeting were:

Chairman 8. Tallman, Vice Chairman T. Friar, Secretary A. Nordyke,
Members N, Masserant, Z. Tallman, and G. Masserant.

Excused: Member M. Girrbach

Stephen C. Tallman, Chairman
January 20, 2026



